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highly important.  Take my weapons, if you're afraid I shall
run away."  He began to unfasten his sword-belt.
The troop commander took his revolver and swofe
" Search him ! " he ordered, seating himself on the officer's
horse.
After the search the troop commander and another cos
drove the prisoner towards the village. He went on
the cossack escort at his side and the troop commander
riding his horse behind him. He stopped frequently to light
cigarettes, and the scent of the good tobacco aroused his
escort's cupidity.
" Give me one ! '* the cossack asked.
The officer handed him his full cigarette case. The
cossack took out a cigarette and thrust the case into his own
pocket. The Red commander said nothing but, as they
were leading him into the village, he asked :
" Where are you taking me ? "
" You'll know soon enough ! "
" But tell me ! "
" To the company commander/7
" Will you lead me to your brigade commander
Bogatiriev ? "
" There isn't any such man here."
" There is. I know he arrived with his staff in
Bakhmutkin yesterday."
" We don't know anything about that,"
" Oh, enough of this, comrade ! I know it, and you don't!
It isn't a military secret, especially when it's known to your
enemies ! "
" Go on, go on ! "
" I'm going on.  So you'll lead me to Bogatiriev ? "
" Silence !  We're not allowed to talk to prisoners."
" But you are allowed to take my cigarette case ! "
" Get on and keep your tongue still, or I'll put my bayonet
through you."
They found the company commander asleep. He sat up
rubbing his eyes and yawning, unable at first to take in
what the troop commander was telling him. At last he said:
" Who do you say you are ?  The commander of the
Serdobsky regiment ?  You're not lying ?   Where are yoig
documents ? "
A few minutes later he conducted the Red command^